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' THE RUPFERT EOUSE

Bladensburg Road and New York Avenue, N, E,
Vi‘ashington, De Cu

Ovmer: United Brick Corporsation.

Date of Braction: Aboul 1800.

Architect: Not Imowm.

Builder: Kot knowne.

. Present Condition: Poor.

¥umbsr of Stories: 1.

iaterials of Construchtions

Other Existing Records:

{See following pages).

Additional Datao:

(See following pages).

Frame, brick basement .
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THE RUPPERT HOUSE S

Bladensburg Road and New York Avenue, N. E.
Weshington, D. C.

The Ruppert heuse, ¢laimed by the Ruppert family to be

more than 180 years old, is situstod on a ocommanding hill
- about 2 quarter of a mile baok from the Bladensburg Road at

New York Avenue. This would be about the intersection of
28th and R Streets if those streets were cut through. The
houge, on its elevation, has a panoremic view of the sur-
rounding neighborhood and is approaohed by Ruppert Lane,
once bordered by handsome trees, a few of which still remain.

This property has no street number ner has it ever had
any place name known to record or memory. It was said to be
very old and to have had a number of owners snd occupants
when purchased by Anton Ruppert, November 18, 18656 fron John
Diehl and his wife, of Adams County, Pennsylvania for
$8,200.,00 (1)

Anton Ruppext, butcher, born in Darmstadt, Germany in

4 1834 oame to Americea at 18 years of age and errived at

‘. Wiashington in 1852 fromwhich time he made this city his
permanent homeé. He established his first slaughter house on
the site of the present baseball park and following his
marriage in 1857 to Miss Anastasia Schwing, lived at 1lth
and U Streets, Ne We wmtil he purchased the place off Rupe-
pert Lene wheore some of his children were born. The only
survivor is John Ruppert of 5457 4lst Street, Ne We from
whon much of this dats has been obtained, by perscnal inter-
view,

Mrs Ruppert!s farm of more than 23 acres was provided
with a subsbtantial frame house, Colonial style, of eight
rooms. It is two stories with an attic and ample cellar,
part of which is & well arranged wine cellar, Itg founda~
tion is of bricks The central hall opens onto a small
portico. The pediment with its eireular wimdow gives light
to & storercom. The dormers have arched heads.

(1) The reocerd of this transaction is in the office of the
Recerder of Deeds. The property is designated as parcels
153/25 and 163/6 in Liber R M H T«Folio 372,
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Aooerding to Mr. Ruppert, his fether not only added to
'the house when he bought it but fyrom time to time as ddditional
room was needed for & growing family. He algo constructed his
ovm sleughter house on the pleace and such other outbuildings
s his business demanded, The old renbling house, which in the
- heydey of its busy life must have been the center of the gen-
erous hogpitality of the household, has exelusive of the outeide
kitchen about fourteen rooms. To the rear and close to it is
a sm2ll storage house with a high brick foundation. This once
had s gless roof and was & hothouse for the cultivation of
flowers for the personnl pleasure of the mistress of the plan-
tation, (2)

Among the dilapidated outbuildings, now threatened with
demolition, owing to their rickety condition, are two brieck ice
housss, one round and one octagonal, adjoining each other, the
stables for horses and oattle, long sheds for the curing and
smoking of meats, the cern eridb ond other farm buildings. An
orchard of fine trees, garden, pastures and fields for the
erops extended more than thirty three acres. At the base of
the hill, also part of Ruppert -farm, a streteh of low ground
where water collected washing dowm from the nearby ridges and
hills was flooded, snd when eided by =2 dam, made a practical
and convenient ice ponde Bosrds were placed and when the water
had frozen to six or eight inches, they were removed and the
large cakes of ice were hauled up the hill %o pack the upper
chambere of the lee houses, which were kept filled by freguent
additions of ice., Thus the racks and barrels of meat in the
lower chambers were kept in pood econdition for the market,

The runweys were also underground. One of these ioce houses
is two steries and the other two and a helf though the same
height sbove grounds (2)

The name of the builder of this house is not known nor
is there any record of the dete of its construction and the
first mention of this parcel of land in any record is that of
the patent of the tract of 500 amcres by Benjamin Haddook who
ealled his estate "Haddock Hills". He rceeived his patent
from the Lord Proprietor of Meryland, deted Jure 1C, 1686. (4)
From {this date until Anton Ruppert purclhesed it, 'bne property
changed hands & nuuber of times., The form brou{f,}’t different
prices in its wvarious sales, but the largest orice ever paid
for it was £10,000.00 peid by Adam Diehl. He purchased it
from Dr. Charles Nichols, the First Superintendont of the
Goverrment Hospital for the Insane, vho vios abpointed to that
position by President Fillmore., The following people have
owned the place at varicus times and for varying lengths of
time. The records of the transactions may be foumd in the

(2) Je C, Proctor, "The Ruppert Plece", Washington Star,
November 29, 1831,

(3) Mrs, Elizabeth lMieQueenie, 1925 Bladensburg Roed, a
reletive of the Rupperts -~ by personal interview,

{4) Col, Hist. Socs Rec. -- Vol, 35, 36, pp-ll‘gf-l]go
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office of the Reoorder of Deeds under the Liber and folio
numbers given with each transaction.

Although there appeared to he some trensaotion between
Hiniar Beall and Richerd Quesn which indicated an exchange
of & part of the land that luter formed the Ruppert trect,
tne aarlicest definite record of a sale sesems to be betiween |
Wiliiam Murdeolk and Jonathan Slater, April 8, 1795 Lzber A
222. _

Jonathan Slater to David Slater -- date missing, Liber
BuB42.

David and Sarah Slater to Thomas Contée, Ap. 14, 1803,
Liber I 273.

Thomas Contee to Jaroh Slater, May 3, 1803. Liber I
folic 308.

David and Sayah Slater to James Clerklee, May 14, 1808
Liber I folic 330.

James (lerklee to Alexander Porrest, Sepk. 23, 1812
Liber missing from shelf.

Andrew Forrest inheritance -- father and sister,
Dec. 27, 1833.

Edward Dysy with Ernestus Cutlschick to Elizabeth

. Dyer, March 30, 1844, W B 107~68.
. George Washington Bow1e conyeyed to Heonriette Dyer,

exeoutrix of Edmund Dyer, March 11, 1851
J. A. 138 22-205.

Charles He Wichols to Adom Dichl, Dec. 29, 1863
N C T, 50=283,

Adeyy Diehl to John Diehl, November 4, 1864,
We T 22, 462,

This record is from the office of the Columbia Title
Company through the courtesy of Mr. Beoker, President.

The Ruppert farm is now the property of the Unibed
Briok Corporation, Bladensburp and Hew York Avenue..

Report by:

Edna . Colman
Junior Historian
Brauch of Historic Sites and Buildings.
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THE RUPPERT HOUSE

Supplementing the preceding four pages, research at
Upper Marlboro, Meryland by C. C. Msgruder has disclosed
two transactions in wnich this vroperty figures. They
are ag follows:

William Thornton Deed Nov. 4, 1775
to ‘Consid. 420 lbs. Hd., Honey
William Murdoek CC at 204

Conveys "all that part of a tract or parcel of
1snd called Heddock's Hills lying and being in
Prince George's County, beginning at a Bounded
¥hite Osk stending on the north side of the Ragt-
eru Branch it bdbeing the lowermost bounded tree of
a tract of land czlled Sesman?s Deliszht bhelonging
to Benjemin Calvert and running thence at 280 1
4973 perches then ¥.5.¥. 96 perches, S.26937' Zagw
terly 4765 perches then with a straight line %o
C _ _ the beginning containing 300 acres of land with
. all the buildings ®, Sarsh, wife of Willism
Thornton, joinad in this deed,

Williem Murdoek Bond of Conveyance
to Dec, B2, 1785
Jonathan Slater Congid,., 1500 1bs. lld. Money
HH at 165

Condition of obligetion is: thet “n, Murdock,

hiis heirs or assigns, executors or sdministrators,
convey by zood snd lawful deed and genersl warrantry,
to said Jonathan Sl=ter: "All that niantstion or
pareel of land whereon Notley Jones, = btenant, now
lives, veing pert of a tract of land ealled Had-
dock's Hills, lying in Prince Gecrme's County on the
Horthwast side of the faztern Branch of Potomnac Hiv-
er szbout three miles from Bledensburg, containing
200 acres which cuantity of lend T purchased of a
cartain Villiam Thornton.”

The pgﬁberty above mentioned is evidently 300 acres of
the 500 acres patented by Benjemin Haddock. Buildings stood
thereon in 1775, end ten years later one Kotley Jones lived

e here asz tenant of Williem Furdeck, The house which stood
’. here during this period was probably smell and was evidently
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enlarged 2ndéd refined by & lster owner, probably dmdrew

Torrest, & man of wealth and position. The south pert of

the existing house (19%36) bears srchitectural evidence of
thé early tenant house and the north vart of an addition of

¢. 1815,

The location of the chimneys inside the house at the
ridge line ig interesting. IExcavation at the ends of the
older part would be helpful in establishing the plan of the
original building. The roof also has unexplored and in-
accessible portions which might, if uncovered, throw light
cn the history of the structure., Since the building is
dilepidated and neglected, it is advisable to waich it close~
1y so that further study cen be carried on in case it is
demonlished,
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